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2026 Geothermal Energy Projects Request for Information  
 

Introduction 

Clean Energy Alliance (“CEA”) seeks to provide cost-equitable power to customers that is 100% 
renewable on a 24/7 basis. To balance affordability with the need for 24/7 renewable power 
generation, CEA’s long-term procurement strategy involves a diverse portfolio of resources. CEA 
considers baseload renewable power, such as geothermal energy, as part of the path towards 
meeting its 24/7 renewable goals. CEA understands there are various barriers to geothermal 
development in the western US, and that the project development timeline can be longer than 
for other resource types like solar. Additionally, CEA desires to explore options to pursue next-
generation geothermal projects that may not be construction-ready today. CEA is seeking 
information from qualified geothermal developers on projects that are not yet ready to sign a 
Power Purchase Agreement. 

CEA’s procurement team is launching this Request for Information (RFI) to engage with 
geothermal energy developers, express interest in future/developing geothermal projects, and 
as a precursor to entering into future, bilateral offer discussions. CEA is open to discussing formal 
interest documentation for specific projects of interest (i.e., Letters of Intent, early-stage term 
sheet alignment, etc). CEA believes that this approach will streamline and facilitate effective 
procurement for geothermal projects in early-stage development.  

 

About CEA 

CEA was founded in November 2019, formed through a partnership between the cities of 
Carlsbad, Del Mar and Solana Beach, to provide alternative energy resources to the residents of 
its communities. CEA has since expanded to include the cites of Escondido, San Marcos, 
Oceanside, and Vista and now serves around 255,000 customer accounts. Customer load typically 
fluctuates between 300-400MW and peaks in the summer around 500MW+. CEA has negotiated 
and executed PPAs ranging from 1MW local projects to 100MW+ utility scale projects and is open 
to a similar range of offtake capacity for future geothermal projects. 

More information about CEA can be found on our website at 
https://thecleanenergyalliance.org/. Additional details related to this RFI process can be found 
by visiting https://thecleanenergyalliance.org/solicitations/. Prospective participants are 
encouraged to regularly check this website for updates to the response form and accompanying 
materials. 

 

RFI Instructions 

All respondents must use the standardized response template provided by CEA. CEA has posted 
the template to its website (https://thecleanenergyalliance.org/solicitations/) as Attachment 1 
to this RFI and will require respondents to independently access and download the template. An 
unmodified version of the template must be submitted with all applicable project and company 
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details filled in. This form represents the standardized information CEA desires to understand for 
all potential projects/sites, but participants should feel free to submit additional project 
information as they wish. 

In addition to a general project summary, each submission for a qualified geothermal power project 
must include information according to the following categories, as outlined further in the response 
form:  

i. Respondent Information 

ii. Project Details 

iii. Development Progress 

iv. Next Steps 

 

By participating in this RFI, each respondent acknowledges that it has read, understands, and 
agrees to the terms and conditions set forth in these instructions. Furthermore, CEA may, in its 
sole discretion and without notice, modify, extend, suspend, or terminate this RFI without further 
obligation or liability to any respondent. This RFI does not constitute an offer to buy or create an 
obligation for CEA to enter into an agreement with any party, and CEA shall not be bound by the 
terms of any response until CEA has entered into a duly authorized and fully executed agreement. 

CEA reserves the right to use the information provided in response to this RFI to determine if a 
project is of interest to CEA to request further information from the Respondent, including but 
not limited to additional project or respondent information from the Respondent, extension of 
an invitation to participate in a subsequent limited Request for Offers (RFO), or invitation to 
submit a bilateral offer submitted directly to CEA for expedited consideration outside of an 
official RFO. CEA also reserves the right to not offer any follow-up to responses that do not 
comply with the requirements identified herein.   
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RFI Schedule* 

RFI Activity Anticipated Date of Completion 

RFI issuance February 2, 2026 

Deadline for electronic question submittal February 10, 2026 

CEA posts responses to questions February 16, 2026 

RFI response deadline February 27, 2026 

CEA follow up conversations and negotiations 
with shortlisted respondents 

Ongoing 

*CEA reserves the right to change the schedule of these events at any time for any reason 

 

Respondents may submit questions to CEA regarding this RFI process and associated materials 
no later than 5:00 P.M. PT on February 10, 2026. All questions should be submitted electronically 
to procurement@thecleanenergyalliance.org and must include the following subject line: 
“Questions for CEA: 2026 Geothermal Energy Projects Request for Information”. CEA will post 
responses to all questions on its website after responses have been prepared – CEA anticipates 
posting such responses by February 12, 2026. 

CEA may submit clarifying questions to certain respondents or conduct interviews, as necessary, 
based on information provided in the response template and/or supporting materials included 
with each response. CEA shall have the right, at its sole discretion, to request information without 
notifying other respondents. CEA shall establish due dates for responses at the time of each 
informational request and will directly notify individual respondents in the event that follow-up 
and/or interviews are necessary during this process. 

Note regarding the submittal of RFI responses: only electronic submittals will be accepted; such 
submittals must be received by CEA no later than 5:00 P.M. PT on February 20, 2026. All 
responses should be submitted to procurement@thecleanenergyalliance.org and must include 
the following subject line: “Response to CEA 2026 Geothermal Energy Projects Request for 
Information”. 

 

Evaluation of Responses  

CEA’s Power Supply Team will evaluate the submissions and determine the next steps in the 
information evaluation process, which may include bilateral outreach to respondents to solicit 
additional materials or information and/or set up bilateral communication surrounding any 
formal documentation of interest. 
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Confidentiality 

All correspondence with CEA, including responses to this RFI, will become the exclusive property 
of CEA and will become public records under the California Public Records Act (Cal. Government 
Code section 6250 et seq.) All documents sent by respondents to CEA may be subject to 
disclosure, unless exempt due to one of the narrow exceptions to the disclosure requirements. 

In order to designate information as confidential, the respondents must clearly identify the 
specific portion of the material designated with the word “Confidential” and provide a citation 
to the California Public Records Act that supports keeping the information confidential. 
Respondents should not over-designate material as confidential. Over-designation would include 
stamping entire pages or series of pages as confidential that clearly contain information that is 
not confidential. 

Therefore, any proposal which contains language purporting to render all or significant portions 
of their proposal “Confidential”, “Trade Secret” or “Proprietary”, or which fails to provide the 
exemption information required as described below may be considered a public record in its 
entirety subject to the procedures described below. A respondent should not mark its entire 
proposal as “Confidential”. 

If required by any law, statute, ordinance, a court, governmental authority or agency having 
jurisdiction over CEA, including the California Public Records Act, CEA may release confidential 
information, or a portion thereof, as required by the applicable law, statute, ordinance, decision, 
order or regulation. In the event CEA is required to release confidential information, they shall 
notify the respondent of the required disclosure, such that the respondent may attempt (if it so 
chooses), at its sole cost, to cause the recipient of the confidential information to treat such 
information in a confidential manner, and to prevent such information from being disclosed or 
otherwise becoming part of the public domain. 

 

Thank you for your interest! 
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